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Honduras is getting ready for general elections on Nov. 30, when voters will elect the president,
three vice presidents, 128 deputies to the National Congress, 297 mayors, and 20 deputies to the
Central American Parliament (PARLACEN). This is the fifth consecutive presidential election since
the military returned power to civilians in 1982. There are some concerns that the election might
have to be postponed because one million voters out of a total of 2.8 million have not yet received
their voter-identification cards (cedulas).
The president of the congressional Electoral Committee, Andres Torres, warned that the delay
placed the elections "in danger." But Guillermo Callejas, president of the Tribunal Nacional de
Elecciones (TNE), announced on Oct. 2 that the elections would go on as scheduled and that
all voters would have cedulas by the end of October. "The Nov. 30 election date remains firm
and...there is no danger that it will be changed," said Callejas.
The two major presidential candidates are Carlos Flores of the governing Partido Liberal, who is
currently president of the National Congress, and Nora de Melgar of the Partido Nacional (see
NotiSur Latin American Political Affairs, 12/06/96). Melgar, a teacher, is the widow of former dictator
Gen. Juan Melgar Castro (1975-1978). Other presidential candidates are Arturo Corrales of the
Partido Democrata Cristiano, Olban Valladares of the Partido Inovacion y Unidad Social Democrata
(PINU-SD), and Matias Funes of the Partido Unificacion Democratica (UD). None has registered any
significant support in opinion polls.
Most polls taken since the party nominations in December 1996 consistently show Flores in the
lead. A Cid-Gallup poll in March indicated that he led Melgar 46% to 30%. By late August, many
undecided voters had shifted to Flores boosting his lead over Melgar to between 22% and 36%.
Melgar calls the poll results "a farce" and claims that her own polls, conducted by her son-in-law
Miguel Pastor, give her a seven-point lead over Flores. Even if Flores wins the election by a wide
margin, there may be significant changes in local leadership. For the first time, voting for local
offices will be done separately from the presidential vote. As a result, say election analysts, Flores
will be unable to help carry some Partido Liberal mayoral candidates.
Polls now suggest that Liberales may loose the mayoral races to the Partido Nacional in the
country's two largest cities, Tegucigalpa and San Pedro Sula. In the capital, recent Cid Gallup
and Referendum polls show Partido Nacional mayoral candidate Cesar Castallanos, minister of
health under former president Rafael Callejas (1990-1994), in the lead. Both leading candidates are
running against the incumbent Melgar is campaigning against President Carlos Roberto Reina's
record, promising to cure many of the country's economic ills, which popular opinion blames on
his neoliberal economic policies. She is proposing a 20-year economic and social-development plan
that would be binding on future administrations and has gone after the women's vote by promising
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to propose a law against domestic violence, promote easier access by woman to education, and
improve state policies concerning reproductive health. She has also spoken out against corruption,
but some observers say her campaign may be hurt by the corruption charges that have dogged
Rafael Callejas, who is still a prominent figure in the Partido Nacional (see NotiSur, 06/16/97).
Callejas is expected to win a seat in Congress, which would give him immunity from prosecution.
For his part, Flores has taken pains to distance himself from Reina, whose popularity is at low
ebb because of the state of the economy, crime, and the impunity enjoyed by military and civilian
officials. Flores has openly criticized the Reina administration and is promising a "new agenda"
stressing economic growth and stability. He is also promising not to overlook the needs of women.
Despite the candidates' appeal to popular concerns, voters have shown little enthusiasm for
either major candidate's platform. Perhaps the most assertive force in the campaign so far has
been the Catholic Church hierarchy, which sponsored a conference in September on poverty,
crime, corruption, and other pressing problems. In his address to the conference, Archbishop of
Tegucigalpa Oscar Andres Rodriguez suggested that the next president should revise the country's
neoliberal policies. He called for trade protections to help important industries withstand global
competition, increased spending on social programs, and stronger policies to preserve natural
resources and the environment.
Of the five candidates, only Funes rejected neoliberalism outright, but all candidates told the
gathering that they identified themselves with social and economic reforms, though few specific
proposals came from the conference. However, two weeks later, the two major candidates were
roundly criticized for failing to participate in a presidential forum on agriculture in which they were
invited to give their views on basic-grain production and nutritional self-sufficiency (see EcoCentral,
09/05/95). Looking for specified remedies to the perennial agricultural crisis, Mario Turcios, director
of the grain- farmers association (Asociacion de Productores de Granos (PROGRANO), reminded
the three candidates least likely to become president that Honduras depends on agriculture, which
employs 62% of the economically active population. None of the five candidates has suggested with
precision how the agricultural sector is to be revitalized. [Sources: Inter Press Service, 08/21/97;
Honduras This Week, 09/25/97; Reuter, 04/08/97, 10/02/97; El Tiempo (Honduras), 07/17/97, 09/02/97,
10/07/97]
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